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DIANA MARKOSIAN
OVER THE RAINBOW

Over the Rainbow is a project blending fantasy-inspired studio portraiture and video 
along with documentary images to create a multi-layered portrait of a Cuban girls’ 
transition into womanhood.  

Widely celebrated in Latino culture, the quinceañera is a gender-specific tradition, 
wherein girls dress like princesses, inviting guests to celebrate their 15th birthday 
and transition into womanhood with a lavish party. The display of wealth is important, 
even in communist Cuba, where the tradition has transformed into a performance, 
with an emphasis on photo and video shoots. Girls hire photographers to create 
images of themselves posing in elaborate — and sometimes risqué — ensembles 
against fantastical backdrops.  The images, a symbol of luxury and wealth, offer a 
different view of Cuba, allowing girls to live out a fantasy and perceived ideal of 
femininity.  Only for one day, but documenting it forever. 

Diana Markosian / Magnum Photos - ‘Over the Rainbow’ Havana, Cuba. 2018 © Diana Markosian, Courtesy of the 
Elliott Erwitt Havana Club 7 Fellowship



Diana Markosian

Diana Markosian is an Armenian-American artist whose work explores the relationship 
between memory and place. Born in the former Soviet Union, her family immigrated 
to the United States when she was a child, leaving her father behind. In 2010, 
she received her master’s degree from Columbia University’s Graduate School of 
Journalism. Her images can be found in publications like National Geographic 
Magazine, The New Yorker and The New York Times. In 2016, she became a 
Magnum nominee.

Exhibitions

Staley Wise Gallery, Women on Women, New York, NY 
Annenberg Space for Photography, Los Angles, CA «Girlgaze» 
Depo - Istanbul, Turkey  «1915»
Kevorkian Center - New York University, New York, NY «Art and Memory»
Annenberg Space for Photography, Los Angles, CA. «Emerging
GAF Gallery, Hannover, Germany. «Inventing My Father» 
Blue Sky Gallery, Portland, Oregon. «Inventing My Father» 
Open Society Foundation, Moving Walls, New York. N.Y. «Goodbye My Chechnya»  

Awards 

Elliott Erwitt Havana Club 7 Fellowship, 2018 
Magnum Foundation Grant, 2018
Zeitgeist Award, Creative Review’s Photography Annual, 2017
Forbes 30 Under 30, 2017
Center for Cultural Innovation Award, 2017
Magnum Nominee, 2016
The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting, 2016
Chris Hondros Emerging Photographer Award, 2015
Ted Talk, ‘Inventing My Father,’ 2015 
British Journal of Photography’s ‘Ones to Watch,’ 2015
Firecracker Grant, «Inventing My Father,» 2014 
PDN’s 30 Photographers to Watch, 2014
Burn Emerging Photographer Fund, 1st place, «Inventing My Father,» 2013
World Press Joop Swart Masterclass, 2013
New Generation Grant - Photographic Museum of Humanity, 2013
Marie Claire International Photography Award, 2012
Honorable Mention UNICEF Photo of the Year, 2012
Reuters’ Best 100 Photos of the Year, 2011
DuPont Fellowship at Columbia University, 2010
Columbia University’s Annual Photojournalism Award, 2010 



About Elliott Erwitt 

Elliott Erwitt is one of the world’s most popular and admired photographers. A visual poet 
and humorist of everyday life, he has created some of the most memorable images of our 
time, from his observations of daily life at street level, to portraits of the iconic personalities 
including Marilyn Monroe on the set of the film The Misfits and Truman Capote’s epic 
1966 Black and White Ball in New York City. He has photographed Khrushchev and Nixon 
arguing in Moscow, Fidel Castro and Che Guevara in Havana and President JFK in the 
Oval office.

Born in Paris in 1928 to Russian parents, Erwitt moved to the US with his family
in 1939 and it was there that he met Edward Steichen and Roy Stryker. Recruited to Magnum 
Photos by Robert Capa in 1953, Erwitt has been a member of the prestigious agency ever 
since and has served several terms as its president. To date, Erwitt has produced more than 
25 photography books including Eastern Europe (1965), The Private Experience (1974), 
Personal Exposures (1988), To the Dogs (1992), and Personal Best (2010). His photographs 
have been featured in solo shows all over the world, including at the ICP and The Museum 
of Modern Art, New York; The Art Institute of Chicago; The Barbican, London, and The 
Reina Sofia Museum, Madrid. Erwitt lives and works in New York City and likes children 
and dogs.

About Havana Club

Havana Club is the number three international rum brand in the world outside the US and 
the worldwide leader in super premium and above rums, made to be enjoyed neat.

Thanks to the unique know-how of its Maestros del Ron Cubano (Masters of Cuban Rum), 
Havana Club has kept alive the Cuban art of distilling, ageing and blending premium rums. 
Havana Club is closely intertwined with the Cuban culture and the Cuban people are very 
proud of what has become a true national icon and one of the best ambassadors of Cuba 
worldwide. For the past decade Havana Club has promoted and sponsored contemporary 
Cuban culture notably through its ‘Havana Cultura’ programme.



About the Elliott Erwitt Havana Club 7 Foundation

Born out of a shared passion for Cuba and its culture, legendary photographer Elliot 
Erwitt and Pernod Ricard S.A. created in 2015 the Elliott Erwitt Havana Club 7 Fellowship 
Foundation, that gives each year an exceptional photographer the opportunity to go to 
Cuba with a fresh approach to documenting the island.

A group of curators, publishers, editors and photographers from all around the world 
are invited to nominate potential fellows. Nominees are then asked to submit a specific 
proposal for their intended contribution to the Fellowship. An international selection 
committee, headed by Erwitt himself, appoints the recipient of the year based on their 
work and proposal.

2018 selection committee

-       Elliott Erwitt – Photographer, New York
-       Mark Lubel - Director of International Center of Photography, New York
-       Stuart Smith – Editor and book designer, London
-       Nelson Ramirez de Arellano - Director of Fototeca de Cuba, Havana
-       Roderick van der Lee – Founder of Unseen Photo Fair & Festival, Amsterdam
-       Francois Hebel – Director of la Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson, Paris

The work of the fellows is exhibited internationally at places such as Fototeca de Cuba in 
Havana, PHotoESPAÑA in Madrid, Unseen Photo Fair in Amsterdam and, this year, Paris 
Photo. Seven photo- graphs from each project are also made available for sale in a limited 
ten-print edition. Half of the proceeds go to the photographer and the other half goes 
towards a revolving fund, creating new opportunities for fellows to go to Cuba, alongside 
a yearly contribution of €25,000 EUR from Havana Club.
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The Elliott Erwitt Havana Club 7 Fellowship will be run in conjunction with Havana Club, 
the world’s leading Cuban rum brand, which embodies the heritage and supremacy of 
the Cuban rum-making tradition.
www.havana-fellowship.com


