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PhotoBrussels Festival 06
The 6th edition of PhotoBrussels Festival will take place 
from January 21st to March 26th 2022.
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Created in 2015 by Hangar, PhotoBrussels Festival 
is the unmissable annual event dedicated to 
photography. Exhibitions, meetings, workshops, 
conferences... constitute a global program that 
covers the whole city of Brussels through forty 
partner venues. Hangar is the epicenter of the 
Festival, proposing a thematic exhibition and 
creating a common programme for all the venues: 
the Festival Tour.

This year, Hangar proposes, on the occasion of the 
festival, a large exhibition on the theme of the tree: 
In the Shadow of Trees.

Past exhibitions at Hangar during  
PhotoBrussels Festival:

PBF 01 : Nov. – Dec. 2016 - Loving Earth
PBF 02 : Nov. – Dec. 2017 - Portraits
PBF 03 : Nov. – Dec. 2018 - Is the city still a 
dream?
PBF 04 : Nov. – Dec. 2019 - Still Life?
PBF 05 : Jan. – Mar. 2021 - The World Within
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Standing alone in the landscape, or surrounded by 
or competing with its peers in the forest, forming a 
distant or close part of human activities, the tree is a 
highly pertinent subject in contemporary photography.
 
The variations of forms and light that the tree 
expresses so well, in essence the raw materials of 
photography, did not escape the pioneers of this 
medium in the 19th century either. Throughout the 
history of art, the tree has been used as an explicit 
symbol of life, of growth, of seasonal death and 
resilience. 

While the tree, the world’s largest living organism, 
sometimes surviving for thousands of years, is often 
the emblem of a particular region or culture, it is 
also a state of mind. The images revealed by the 
lens make it possible to gain an idea of the artist’s 
character and emotions.

It is precisely that extraordinary diversity that the 
Hangar aims to reflect through In the Shadow of 
Trees, an exhibition that brings together twenty 
photographic projects. The show also aims to shine 
a light on the crucial place that trees occupy in 
life and the influence they have on the survival of 
humankind. Indeed, in 2022 we can no longer ignore 
the ecological and environmental underlying all artistic 
work.

On the one hand, In the Shadow of Trees invites us to 
capture the flow of energy that emanates from these 
artistic projects and the way in which they affect our 
mood, attitude and desires. While on the other, the 
exhibition calls on us to become aware that every 
individual on this planet Earth, lives in some way in 
the shadow of trees…

To this Hangar curation are added the three winners 
of the call for projects, the Prize.

Prize
Hangar has organized an open call for European 
photographers, to host in its thematic exhibition, 
three original photographic projects that raise 
our awareness of the importance of trees in our 
landscape. The three selected winners will be 
exhibited in the collective exhibition at the Hangar, 
alongside the shortlisted artists. The 
‘Coup de Coeur Leica’ will receive a Leica Q2 camera.

Jury members of the Prize 
Galila Barzilai Hollander  
Christian Caujolle
Delphine Dumont
Gaelle Gouinguené
Nick Hannes
Rodolphe de Spoelberch.

Main exhibition at Hangar : 
In the Shadow of Trees

Possible victims, from the series 100 Hectares of Understanding, 2017 © Jaakko Kahilaniemi
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Selected artists for the exhibition In the 
Shadow of Trees : 
 
Terje Abusdal (NO)
Pablo Albarenga (UY)
Mustapha Azeroual (FR/MA)
Olaf Otto Becker (DE)
Jelle Brandt Constius & Jeroen Toirkens (NL)
Persijn Broersen & Margit Lukács (NL)
Edward Burtynsky (CA)
Mitch Epstein (US)
Arguiñe Escandón (ES) & Yann Gross (CH)
Eric Guglielmi (FR)
Nicolai Howalt (DK)
KIM Jungman (KR)
Jaakko Kahilaniemi (FI)
Pascal Maitre (FR)
Beth Moon (US)
Enrique Ramirez (CL)
Bruno Roels (BE)

Prize laureates :
Benjamin Deroche (FR)
Yutao Gao (CN)
Kíra Krász (HU)

Natural Order #22, 2020 © Edward Burtynsky

Living in the woods, 2018 © Jeroen Toirkens

Reading the Landscape, 2012 © Olaf Otto Becker
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Press images  
In the Shadow of Trees

Arguiñe Escandón & Yann Gross, 
Verde from the series Aya, 2019 © 
Arguiñe Escandón & Yann Gross

Mitch Epstein, Weeping Beech, 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden from the 
series New York Arbor, 2012© 
Mitch Epstein. Courtesy collection 
Astrid Ullens de Schooten.

Benjamin Deroche, Abbaye de Ju-
mièges. Normandie. France, 2019 © 
Benjamin Deroche

Mustapha Azeroual, from the series 
Résurgence, 2011-2015 © Musta-
pha Azeroual

Beth Moon, Kapok. Palm Beach. Flo-
ride from the series Portraits of Time, 
2004 © Beth Moon

Olaf Otto Becker, Primary forest 
18, roots, Malaysia from the series 
Reading the Landscape, 2012 © 
Olaf Otto Becker

Edward Burtynsky, Natural Order 
#22. Grey County. Ontario. Canada, 
2020 © Edward Burtynsky, Courtesy 
of Flowers Gallery, London & Nicho-
las Metivier Gallery, Toronto.

Pablo Albarenga, Paola Wayuu, 
2019 © Pablo Albarenga

Enrique Ramirez, still from the film 
Jardins migratoires, 2021© Enrique 
Ramirez

Persijn Broersen & Margit Lukács, 
still from the film Forest on Loca-
tion, 2018 © Persijn Broersen & 
Margit Lukács

Jaakko Kahilaniemi, Next Possible 
Victims from the series 100 Hectares 
of Understanding, 2018 © Jaakko 
Kahilaniemi

Terje Abusdal, Slash & Burn #9, 
2017 © Terje Abusdal

Jelle Brandt & Jeroen Toirkens, 
Living in the woods, 2018 © Jeroen 
Toirkens

Nicolai Howalt, Old Tjikko #4, 2019 
© Nicolai Howalt.

Kim Jungman, House of Summer 
from the series Street of Broken 
Hearts, 2009 © Kim Jungman

Eric Guglielmi, Forêt du bassin du 
Congo. Cameroun. Lomié from 
the series Paradis perdu, 2018. 
FNAC 2020-024. © Eric Guglielmi. 
Courtesy Centre national des arts 
plastique, Paris.

Kíra Krász, from the series A Living 
Sense of Home, 2021 © Kíra Krász

Yutao Gao, Peach Blossoms Beam 
#06, 2019 © Yutao Gao

Pascal Maitre, Village d’Ampotaka. 
Madagascar from the series Baobabs 
© Pascal Maitre

Bruno V. Roels, A Palm Tree Is A 
Palm Tree Is A Palm Tree (Getting 
Things Straight), 2021 © Bruno V. 
Roels. Courtesy Gallery FIFTY ONE
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Festival Tour
If the PhotoBrussels Festival has, as a starting 
point, the thematic exhibition of the Hangar, it 
also unfolds in the city through an itinerary of 
photo exhibitions: the Festival Tour. Thus, the 
Hangar and the partner exhibitions (museums, 
galleries, cultural centers, schools, bookshops) 
join forces to federate around photography, also 
through various events. With a map in hand, the 
visitor is led to go from exhibition to exhibition to 
re-discover the photographic medium.

In 2021, the 5th edition of the festival had 
counted more than 40 exhibitions in its itinerary.

The map and the list of exhibition is now 
available on Hangar website.

© B. Baltus
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Programme of events

The festival is also an opportunity for meetings 
around photography. Thus, a program of 
conferences, guided tours, workshops, book 
signings is set up during the two months 
of the festival. The opportunity for experts, 
connoisseurs and amateurs to exchange their 
ideas, and for the general public to discover the 
different facets of the medium.

The agenda can be followed in real-time on 
Hangar website.

© B. Baltus

© B. Baltus

© B. Baltus
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About Hangar

Hangar is the center for photographic art in 
Brussels. 

Hangar organizes three to four major exhibitions 
per year, including a major annual event: the 
PhotoBrussels Festival. 

Hangar is dedicated to all forms and sensibilities 
of contemporary photography, without any 
restriction of genres, territories or operating 
modes. The only thing that counts is the artist, 
what they has to say about our time and the 
scenographic experience they proposes to the 
visitor. Hangar emphasizes the emotion as much 
as the understanding of the medium. 

Hangar is also a publisher of photography books 
and a bookshop offering a selection of new 
works as well as the sale of limited prints. 

Created by a passionate Belgian art collector, 
Rodolphe de Spoelberch and directed by the 
French Delphine Dumont, Hangar is located in 
the heart of the Châtelain district in Brussels and 
covers more than 1000m2.



INFORMATION
 
Press relations - France
Catherine et Prune Philippot
+33 (0) 1 40 47 63 42
cathphilippot@relations-media.com
prunephilippot@relations-media.com

Hangar - Communications & PR 
Lise De Ganck 
+32 (0) 472 62 16 98
lise.deganck@hangar.art
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18, Place du Châtelain 
1050 Brussels
Belgium

T: +32 (0)2 538 00 85
contact@hangar.art
www.hangar.art


